
Letter from the Manse 

 

Dear Friends 

 

To quote the hit song from 1959...Here Comes Summer (if anyone can tell me who sung 

the hit version, a small prize awaits!). Summer brings us a chance to take our foot of 

the pedal for a while and rest. Rest was important in Jesus’ ministry and the gospels 

tell us that Jesus often got away on his own to rest and prepare himself.    

 

Summer also gives us the opportunity to review the Session that has just past. We have 

had a good spring session and we had a wonderful Easter period, with more people 

attending the Holy Week services than previous years, and a very successful and well 

attended Puppet Show on Easter Saturday. Then we had so many people at our Easter 

Sunday service that we ran out of intimation sheets, which was wonderful. But all of 

this reminded me that it’s so easy for us to fall into counting heads and basing our 

success as a church on that.  

 

Jesus taught us that we are called to sow seeds and then leave the harvest to God, and 

Jesus taught us the parable of the sower to emphasise this truth. A farmer went out to 

sow seeds. Some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky 

places and it sprang up quickly because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, 

the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell 

among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, 

where it produced a crop; a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. (Matthew 13:4-

8) Jesus makes it clear that not all our missional efforts will be successful and we should 

keep this in mind to avoid becoming disheartened. We have a lot going on and more to 

come in the Autumn season, so take the opportunities summer brings to rest and 

prepare.    

 

 Have a good summer and may God be with you all.   

         

With God‘s Blessing   

     Mike Gargrave, Minister 

 

Jesus said: “ Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop; a 

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

Matthew 13: 7 to 9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Roll Updates 

 

They will be sadly missed:  

Ms May Welsh       (died on 12th February)  
 

Mrs Jean Wilkinson  (died on 17th February) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members 

Tiya Jones, 6 Firbank Terrace, Barrhead (Profession of 

Faith)  

Gordon Dalby, 38 Ashmore Road (Profession of Faith) 

 

 

 

 

Infant Baptism – Tiyana Jones on Sunday, 8th April 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thornliebank's Website and Facebook Page 

 

Thornliebank Church’s website is now up and running. The website can be found at 

www.thornliebankparishchurch.org  More information will be put on the website and 

it will be reviewed and developed regularly. 

 

If you have any information you wish to post on the website or Facebook page, please 

speak to Lauraine Friday or Mike Gargrave.   

 

 

 

http://www.clincarthill.org.uk/


 

 

Thornliebank Summer Holiday Club  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Narnia Holiday Club  

 
Monday, 6th to Friday, 10th August  

for children in P1 to P7. 
 

6.30pm to 8.00pm  

 

Family barbeque on Friday evening.  
 
 

Stories, Films, Games, Crafts, Food, Fun & 

Jesus! 

 

Free Entry 
 

COME ALONG AND ENJOY A FUN FILLED WEEK!  

 

 



 

 

Thought for the Month –June 2018 

 

The Power of Life and Death 

The tongue has the power of life and death. Proverbs 18:21 

 

“Sticks and stones will break my bones but words will never hurt me.” I wonder if this 

was said when we were children? How untrue this saying proves to be, for our words 

have huge power! We can all go back and remember when somebody’s words have 

deeply cut and wounded us, and thankfully we can also remember significant words 

which have deeply inspired and breathed life into us.  

 

The words in our past somehow echo in our present and shape our lives today, and in 

the same way words that we speak to others can shape their lives too. Our words can 

communicate love and value, inspire confidence and bring healing, or they can disrupt 

unity, spread mistrust and wound deeply.  

 

Proverbs 12:25 says worry weighs a person down, but an encouraging word builds a 

person up. The ministry of encouragement is so important. We can bless people with 

the right sensitive words, and our tone and the kind of words we use make all the 

difference. We have to think, not only about the words themselves, but also how we 

deliver them. 

 

Nothing is as powerful as our tongue. Do you know that the average tongue only weighs 

two and half ounces, but it’s power knows no limits? God wants us to use our tongues 

as His instrument for peace, reconciliation and harmony. Proverbs 15:1 says a gentle 

answer deflects anger, but harsh words make tempers flare. Let us live by Psalm 19:15 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my hear be pleasing to you my Lord, 

and my redeemer. May we use our tongues for good and to build each other up.  

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help 

me to choose my words 

carefully, especially when 

I’m busy, that I may 

speak life and blessings 

into the people you’ve 

placed around me. Help 

me to think carefully 

about the words I speak 

before I say them. 

In Jesus name, Amen.  
 

 



 

 

Year of Young People 

(this article was in the last Orbit, and it has been printed again to encourage us to 

continue praying for young people) 

This year has been designated as Year of Young People and the Church of Scotland is 

having a number of events to mark this year. At Thornliebank, we would encourage 

you to pray for young people and here is a prayer that has been written by the Church 

of Scotland.  

Year of Young People Prayer 

Welcoming God, You welcome all of us with your open arms. Inspire and guide us, that 

we may we never hinder your children from coming to you; and remember that we are 

all part of your family.  

 

Bring us together as a loving community for all, that we may learn from each other as 

we walk side by side in faith. Loving God, We pray for those who have come to know 

you, whether that relationship is new or if they have made a commitment to you and 

stepped out in faith; we pray that they would grow in grace and knowledge as they 

continue their walk with you.  

 

We pray for those far away from you. Meet them where they are and give them the 

courage and strength to make the right decisions that they may come to know and 

experience your gracious love. Caring and Compassionate God, We pray and ask you 

to guide and protect children and young people from that which may restrict them on 

their journey in life and faith. We pray for the day when all children in the world can 

be just that: children. Be with them as they experience the dangers and injustices that 

are ever present in our world today.  

 

Nurturing God, We pray for all those who work with and support children and young 

people - for those of all ages who give their time, talents and love to create a place in 

churches and communities that can be the foundation of growth, confidence and a 

relationship with you.  

 

Calling God, You call us to follow, to serve, to welcome and to share. We come now to 

answer your call, to lift our minds and voices to you, and to thank and praise you for 

all the children and young people in our churches, communities, country and world. 

We ask that you would walk alongside them and grant them courage, strength and 

wisdom as they face the challenges of life.  

 

Guiding God, As we travel through this Year of Young People and beyond, help us to 

come alongside children and young people to draw closer to you, to answer your call 

to follow, to serve, to welcome and to share together, through the Holy Spirit, We offer 

these prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 



 

 

A Question of Faith……Quiz 

Can you find the answers to these questions in the Book of Genesis 

 

1) How many days did it take for God to create the heavens 

and the earth?   Bible Reference: (Genesis 1:1-31) 

    

 

2) Who is the son of Abraham through whom the Jewish 

people descend?   Bible Reference:  (Genesis 21:1-7) 

 

 

3) Who wrote the book of Genesis?   

 

 

4) What type of tree was Adam forbidden to eat from?    

Bible Reference:  (Genesis 2:17) 

 

 

5) How long did it take Noah to build the Ark? 

Bible Reference:  (Genesis 6:3) 

 

 

6) Who is the grandson of Abraham through whom the twelve 

tribes of Israel descend?   Bible Reference:  (Genesis 49)    

 

 

7) Through whom do the people groups of the world  descend? 

Bible Reference:  (Genesis 9:19)) 

 

 

8) What was mankind permitted to do after Noah's flood that 

was not permitted beforehand?  Bible reference: (Genesis 9:3) 

 

 

9) Who was Adam's wife? 

Bible Reference:  (Genesis 3:20)  

 

 

10) Adam and Eve had both sons and daughters. 

Bible Reference:  (Genesis 5:4) 

 

All the answers are found in Genesis so have fun!  

 


