
 

 

Letter from the Manse 

 

Dear Friends 

 

It only seems a couple of weeks ago that I was writing the last letter from the manse, 

and yet we are now preparing for Easter which is a special season and the most 

important in the Christian calendar (details of the Holy Week services can be found in 

this edition of Orbit).  

 

Many churches observe Lent and while this is not a season that we have focused on in 

Thornliebank, it does give people an opportunity to prepare for the coming of Easter. 

Traditionally, Lent is about giving up certain foodstuffs or habits to allow ourselves to 

remember that God the Father gave us His only Son, Jesus Christ. I would like each 

one of us to spend the time between now and Easter telling people we know, what Jesus’ 

sacrifice means to us and the difference He will make to their lives. What’s more 

important is not what I ‘would like,’ but what God commands and in Matthew 28: All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age. As we prepare the celebrate Easter and the 

sacrifice and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us not keep this a secret to be 

shared only in the church, but let’s tell others.   

       

I pray that we have courage as God’s people and that we find to the opportunity to tell 

others about our risen Savior, and may God go with each one of you.  

     

With God‘s Blessing 

   

     Mike Gargrave, Minister 

 

 

Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  And with 

that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone’s sins, 

their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” John 20: 21 to 

23 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                

Roll Updates 

 

They will be sadly missed:  

Mr Bill Fair, 10 Kennedy Court       Died on 9th January 2018   

Mr Bill Dalby, Westacres Care Home  Died on 29th January 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members: 

Mrs Jennifer Cuthbertson, 12a Aurs Road, Barrhead 

Mr Douglas Connell, 7 Loganswell Place, Deaconsbank. 

 

 

Thornliebank Holy Week and Easter Services for 2018 

 

Holy Week: All services start at 7.30pm 

Tuesday, 27th March:  Carnwadric – Rev Mike Gargrave  

 

Wed, 28th March:     St Christopher’s Priesthill & Nitshill – Rev Colin Brown   

 

Maundy Thursday:   Thornliebank – Rev Alistair Bull  (or representative)    

 

Good Friday:        Darnley United Free - Rev Douglas Nicol 

 

Easter Sunday:      Sunrise Service in George V Park at 6.00am  

                   followed by refreshments in Carnwadric Church 

 

Easter Sunday, 1st April: Christ Is Risen! Easter Family Service at Thornliebank  

 

 

 

 

Thornliebank's Website and Facebook Page 

 

Thornliebank Church’s website is now up and running. The website can be found at 

www.thornliebankparishchurch.org  More information will be put on the website and 

it will be reviewed and developed regularly.  If you have any information you wish to 

post on the website, please speak to Lauraine Friday or Mike Gargrave.   

 
 

http://www.clincarthill.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

Thornliebank Easter Holiday Club Afternoon 

 

 
Puppet Show  

for children & families of  all ages 
 
 
 

2.00pm to 3.45pm  

Saturday, 24th March 2018 
 

 

 

2.00pm – 2.40pm - Puppet Show 

3.00pm – 3.45pm Puppet Making  

 

 
  

Puppets, Games, Crafts (make your own puppet),  Food, Fun & Jesus! 

 

 

(Tearoom for parents) 
 

Free Entry 
 

 

COME ALONG AND ENJOY AN AFTERNOON 

WITH FAMILY & FRIENDS 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Thought for the Month – April 2018 

 

Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that ruin the vineyards, the vineyards that are in 

full bloom.  Song of Songs 2:15  

 

The normally beautiful green fields in the park around the manse have recently been 

pockmarked by lots of small brown mounds of earth; the work of some very energetic 

burrowing moles! What began with just one or two small molehills has now developed 

and spread reducing a flat green field to a hilly muddy mess.   

 

I have to confess to being a bit sentimental about moles. They are beautiful little 

creatures, and on the rare occasion that I have held a mole, I found them to be like 

little velvety-coated creatures which are endearing! But as lovely as they are, they 

continue to spoil parks and gardens with their digging.   

 

The Kirk Session undertook a course in February where God was challenging us as 

individuals about sinful things that we may have allowed into our lives, such as ungodly 

attitudes or behaviour, false comfort or things that we have allowed to become idols. 

They may have appeared innocuous at first (like a nice furry little mole), but as they 

have taken hold and spread, they could be hampering us in our walk with the Lord 

and spoiling the beauty of His presence within us.  

 

Today’s verse speaks of the little foxes that are spoiling the full blooming of the 

vineyards. The message is the same. Are there any moles (or little foxes) causing havoc 

in your life – things which may have seemed harmless in the beginning, but which have 

now turned into idols or behaviours which are difficult to lay down? If so, why not 

repent and surrender them to God, asking for His help to resist the temptations in the 

future? Let’s get rid of the moles!  

 

Prayer: Lord, I recognise that I have allowed …….… to become an idol in my life, and 

that I have looked for comfort in the wrong place. I know that this has grieved You. I 

repent of this now, and ask You to help me to resist all temptation to allow this back into 

my life. In Jesus name, Amen.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

From the Mouths of Babes! – Children in Church 

 

After a church service on Sunday morning, a young boy suddenly announced to his 

mother: "Mom, I've decided to become a minister when I grow up." "That's okay with 

us, but what made you decide that?" "Well," said the little boy, "I have to go to church 

on Sunday anyway, and I figure it will be more fun to stand up and yell, than to sit and 

listen. 

 

 

A boy was watching his father who was a minister, writing a sermon.  "How do you 

know what to say?" he asked. "Why, God tells me." "Oh, then why do you keep 

crossing things out?" 

 

 

A little girl became restless as the preacher's sermon dragged on and on. Finally, she 

leaned over to her mother and whispered: "Mummy, if we give him the money now, 

will he let us go?" 

 

 

And here is the best one. 

A little girl was sitting on her grandfather's lap as he read her a bedtime story. From 

time to time, she would take her eyes off the book and reach up to touch his wrinkled 

cheek.  

 

She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again. 

 

Finally she spoke up, "Grandpa, did God make you?" 

 

"Yes, sweetheart," he answered, "God made me a long time ago" 

 

"Oh," she paused, "Grandpa, did God make me too?" 

 

"Yes, indeed, honey," he said, "God made you just a little while ago." 

 

Feeling their respective faces again, she observed,  

 

"God's getting better at it, isn't he?" 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year of Young People 

 

This year has been designated as Year of Young People and the Church of Scotland is 

having a number of events to mark this year. At Thornliebank, we would encourage 

you to pray for young people and here is a prayer that has been written by the Church 

of Scotland.  

 

Year of Young People Prayer 

Welcoming God, You welcome all of us with your open arms. Inspire and guide us, that 

we may never hinder your children from coming to you; and remember that we are all 

part of your family.  

 

Bring us together as a loving community for all, that we may learn from each other as 

we walk side by side in faith. Loving God, We pray for those who have come to know 

you, whether that relationship is new or if they have made a commitment to you and 

stepped out in faith; we pray that they would grow in grace and knowledge as they 

continue their walk with you.  

 

We pray for those far away from you. Meet them where they are and give them the 

courage and strength to make the right decisions that they may come to know and 

experience your gracious love. Caring and Compassionate God, We pray and ask you 

to guide and protect children and young people from that which may restrict them on 

their journey in life and faith. We pray for the day when all children in the world can 

be just that: children. Be with them as they experience the dangers and injustices that 

are ever present in our world today.  

 

Nurturing God, We pray for all those who work with and support children and young 

people - for those of all ages who give their time, talents and love to create a place in 

churches and communities that can be the foundation of growth, confidence and a 

relationship with you.  

 

Calling God, You call us to follow, to serve, to welcome and to share. We come now to 

answer your call, to lift our minds and voices to you, and to thank and praise you for 

all the children and young people in our churches, communities, country and world. 

We ask that you would walk alongside them and grant them courage, strength and 

wisdom as they face the challenges of life.  

 

Guiding God, As we travel through this Year of Young People and beyond, help us to 

come alongside children and young people to draw closer to you, to answer your call 

to follow, to serve, to welcome and to share together, through the Holy Spirit, We offer 

these prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 



 

 

 

 

A Question of Faith……Quiz 

Can you find the answers to these questions in Easter Story  

 

Who made the statement; Take him and crucify him, for I find no fault in him? Mary 

Magdalene / Judas / Pilate / Herod?   

 

Some countries (Mexico, Spain, and Greece) have bonfires at Easter time. What is 

burned in these fires?  

Straw Crosses / Effigies of Judas / Coloured paper eggs / A cloth Easter bunny? 

 

What kind of cloth was used to wrap the body of Jesus?  

Wool / Linen / Cotton / Silk?  

 

Jesus body was placed in a sepulchre and a rock was rolled to cover the opening. 

What is a sepulchre?  

A large pottery urn / A wooden coffin / A cave-like tomb / A hole in the ground?  

 

How many angels were guarding the sepulchre? 

One / Four / Six / Two?  

 

Which disciple is absent when Jesus appears to them after his resurrection? Thomas / 

Simon / Paul / Peter?  

 

Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. After his crucifixion, Jesus rose 

from the dead how many days later?  

7 / 3 / 2 / 5 ?  

 

Which prisoner was released instead of Jesus?  

Barabbas / Barnabas / Bartholomew / Barak 

 

What was the name of the hill where they crucified Jesus?  

Gethsemane / Golgotha / Gibeon / Ararat 

 

What animal did Jesus ride on when he entered Jerusalem the week before his 

death?  

A camel / A horse / None, he walked / A donkey 

 

 

This quiz is fairly easy (I hope!) so have fun!  

Our next quiz will be on an OT book in the next edition of Orbit. 


