
Letter from the Manse 

 

 

Dear Friends 

 

I hope this letter finds you all well. I am writing this message in the 

second week of November and I am wondering where the year has gone! 

It is now four years since Mary and arrived with you, and I was called 

on a five year appointment and I should be in my last year but thankfully 

Presbytery have extended our calling although if Rev Calum Macdonald 

leaves The Park, then our situation will be reviewed.  

 

In my last letter I reported on all that has been going on in Thornliebank 

and we have more plans for 2019. We hope to start putting together a 

funding application to allow us to employ a youth worker on a part time 

basis, and if you are wondering why we need a youth worker when we 

don’t have any youths, then the youth worker’s role will be to develop 

youth work in Thornliebank. It is important that we start to bring 

younger people into our church if we are to survive in the future so 

please pray for this initiative.  

 

November saw us completing a successful joint Alpha Course in 

partnership with Carnwadric and Giffnock The Park and we started 

what may be the beginning of joint prayer breakfasts with neighbouring 

congregations. Our Technology Advocacy Programme will be starting as 

you read this letter, and we hosted The Fathers Song Choir in mid-

November. Much has been happening recently and thank you to all who 

gave their time and talent in running these events.    

 

Please read the weekly intimation sheet for upcoming events and 

continue to keep an eye open for visitors, and remember that we only get 

one chance to make a good impression on new people coming to our 

church.  

 

Have a peaceful Christmas and joyous new year and may God guide and 

inspire us in the year to come.  

 

With God’s blessing,. 

     

     Mike Gargrave, Minister 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Roll Updates 

 

New Members: 

Mr Edward Fergus, 43 Crookfur Cottages.  

Mrs Marion Fergus, 43 Crookfur Cottages 

Mrs Margaret Pollock, 62 Carham Drive 

Mr David Watson, 22 Weaver Avenue. 

Mrs Marilyn Jenkins, 43 Barrmill Road 

Mr Billy Kinnaird, 137 Bangorshill Street 

Miss Agnes Whiteman, 137 Bangorshill Street 

Mrs Maureen McNaught, 5 Addison Grove  

Miss Anna Jones, 131f Hollowglen Road, Springboig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infant Baptism – Logan John Mitchell on Sunday, 30th September 2018.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thornliebank's Website and Facebook Page 

 

Thornliebank Church’s website is now up and running. The website can 

be found at www.thornliebankparishchurch.org  More information 

will be put on the website and it will be reviewed and developed 

regularly. 

 

If you have any information you wish to post on the website or Facebook 

page, please speak to Lauraine Friday or Mike Gargrave.   
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.clincarthill.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

Thornliebank Parish Church  

 

Narnia  
Holiday Club Afternoon 

It’s always wInter bUt never ChrIstmas! 

 
 

Saturday, 15th December from 
2.00pm to 4.00pm 

 
 

For children in P1 to P7 
 
 

Games / Crafts / Story  
 
 

Refreshments / Fun!  
 

 

Free Entry 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thought for the Month –December 2018 

 

Love those around you 
 

I have called you to take my presence, that already dwells within, 

out into the world you live and work in. As you go about your day 

being the 'you' I created you to be, those around will be changed 

and touched by my presence that you carry. You are my 

ambassador in a dark world; called to represent my values and 

ways to those around. Show my love to the people you come in 

contact with in your everyday life; at work, doing shopping, 

dropping the kids at school, going to the gym or whatever your day 

entails. Watch as I touch hearts through your life. You are the 

church, so be the church in everyday life.  

 

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten 

son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life! 

 

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 

Saturday December 8         Church & Upper Hall Decorated 

Monday December 10 evening  Carol Singing at Whitecraigs 

Saturday December 15        Holiday Club 2 pm 

Sunday December 16         Gift Service (gifts to Preshal Trust) 

Sunday December 16 afternoon Remembering Service 

Sunday December 16 evening  The River 

Monday December 24         Christmas Eve Service  
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A144TH GUIDES & SENIOR SECTION  

 

Guides and Senior Section Guides and leaders took part in our 

Remembrance Service together with 144th Brownie pack. 

 

Our next joint event is a Silent Disco with South Division on  

6th December with over 10O Guides, Senior Section and young 

leaders. 

 

144TH GUIDE CO 

 

Four Guides Ava Madden, Eleanor McLean, Eve Perris  & Laura 

Thompson will be presented with their Baden Powell award (highest 

award given to a Guide)  at Girlguiding Glasgow annual award service 

on November 21 in Glasgow City Chambers in the presence of Guide 

members and their parents. 

 

144TH SENIOR SECTION 

 

We are working on our new programme and challenges for senior 

section members which now covers Guides aged 14-18. Young leader 

Katelin Borthwick is now working to her adult leadership award. 

 

Rosanne Hanvidge 
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144th Glasgow Brownies 

Monday 22nd October saw our nine remaining new girls celebrate 

their Promise Ceremony - all girls made fairy houses and gardens 

which were lit with tealights and some of the main hall lights turned off 

to ‘catch the effect’.  Parents of the nine girls enjoyed watching too. 

 

Monday 29th October was our Halloween Party and this year’s 

costumes were exceptional. Congratulations to the hard picked 

winners 

 

As I said before we are in the process of introducing a brand new 

programme to our girls over the coming year. Leaders attended an 

introduction training on 30th October and are now looking forward to 

getting girls involved.  

 

On Sunday 25th November some girls and leaders are attending a 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) event being 

held by Girlguiding Glasgow in partnership with BAE Systems at City 

of Glasgow College - the programme certainly looks interesting for the 

girls to participate in. I’ll hopefully have an update of what was 

achieved next time.  

 

We have a Division Christmas Party on 6th December followed by our 

annual Pantomime visit on 7th December. We will finish this session on 

17th December.  

 

We hope everyone has a lovely time over the festive season. 

 

Christine Wisener 

Brown Owl 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends 

 

Where did 2018 go?  I certainly do not know.  It seems as though it 

was only yesterday when we were taking down the church Christmas 

tree, and in a few weeks’ time it will be getting decorated again! 

 

Financially we continue to be well in the black even though we have 

put out a lot in fabric.  With the new Advocacy enterprise we are 

updating our Broadband to Fibre which will help if we wish to screen 

the Guild Rally and the General Assembly.  The flooring in the 

kitchen has now been replaced with a textured vinyl, which will 

hopefully make it safer for users.  The manse boiler was replaced and 

Mike and Mary are once again warm. 

 

In conclusion, I wish you all a joyful Christmas and a peaceful and 

happy 2019.       God bless you and your families. 

 
 
 

Mary Tonner 

Treasurer 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GUILD 

 

The Guild session started at the beginning of 

October and this year we are holding most of our meetings in the 

Session Room. It is a big change for us but as our numbers are smaller, 

it is more friendly and comfortable to meet there. 

We started our session with Mike talking on our new three year 

strategy ‘One Journey Many Roads’ with this year’s theme ‘Seeking 

the Way’. He spoke on different peoples interesting journeys 

We have also had a speaker from Alzheimer’s Scotland, from the 

Scottish Pilgrim Routes Forum and we heard some interesting facts 

about Edward and Mrs Simpson. We have had two meeting run by 

ourselves when one of our own members, Margaret Shaw, led us in 

chair exercises. The music was just of our era and we enjoyed singing 

along. I’m sure it did us all good!!!! 

We still have interesting speakers on our syllabus, which is on the 

notice board at the back of the church, and we would invite anyone, 

male or female, young or older, who is free on a Monday afternoon at 

2pm to come along and join us. You can come every week or just when 

you are able or interested in our speaker. We would love to see you and 

of course we always have a lovely cup of tea to finish our meeting. 

Rona Lannigan  



 

 

 

 
 

 

Money, Money, Money...not just an Abba song. We are all constantly 

trying to make ends meet ...eeking out our income to the nth degree. So 

I thank you all for your offerings especially those which are gift aided 

to our church.  

A special thank you to the people who have joined us this year, your 

church is so much better off now. ..well 25p in each £1 donated, better 

off! 

Should you want to join in please speak to Mary Tonner or myself...all 

taxpayers welcome.  

In amongst all the bustle and busyness of Christmas may you find the 

Peace and Joy of the baby born for us in Bethlehem. 

Marion 

 
 

 



 

 

 
Sunday School 

It's coming to that special time of year when we are all, young and not 

so young,  excited and exhausted at the same time. There never seem 

to be enough hours in the day. Yep, Christmas is coming and it's racing 

towards us at great speed. Well that's how it seems...we all know time 

passes at the same pace always! Hmmm. 

We continue to meet each Sunday morning to share Jesus love with the 

youngsters in our church. Our discussions and activities are varied and 

fun, indeed often hilarious.  That's what working with children does 

for us, often challenging our thoughts and beliefs as we search for 

answers. Thankfully we have a source who is faithful and true and 

knows the end from the beginning which is both reassuring and 

extremely useful! Thank you Lord. 

Our Christmas party will be on December 15th 

when we look forward to juice, snacks, games and 

hopefully gifts, as we celebrate the birth of that baby 

born so long ago in Bethlehem. 

The Sunday school team wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year when it comes. 

Blessings. 

Oonagh, Lauraine, Evelyn, Carol & Marion.  



 

 

USED STAMPS 

 

As you know Madeline collects used stamps for the Leprosy Mission.   

It would be good if you could give her the stamps from your Christmas 

cards.  

She does of course take stamps at any time of the year.  Thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

144th RAINBOWS 

 

Rainbows have had a busy term so far, doing new activities from our 

new programme. Our Halloween party went great and all the girls and 

leaders looked fantastic. Looking forward to our visit to the 

pantomime just before Christmas. 

 

On behalf of the Rainbows and Leaders we wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!! 

 

 

Tracy Donnelly 

Rainbow Leader 

 
 
 

 


