
 

1. 

Colossians 3: 1 to 17       Clothed in Christ!               (t/b: m: 22 Jan 17) 

 

Christ's message in all its richness must live in your hearts. Teach and instruct each 

other with all wisdom. Sing psalms, hymns, and sacred songs; sing to God with 

thanksgiving in your hearts. (Col 3:16 and 17) 

 

I want us to start to think about what we want Thornliebank church to be in 2017. We 

have a wonderful opportunity to seek God in making our Church a place where others 

may come and be encouraged by the prayers and acceptance of Christians like us. If 

we’re serious about seeking God’s direction then we have to think in terms of change. 

We should consider that maybe God has something new for us, and to start thinking 

about a change in our approach to mission and prayer.     

 

In our passage this morning Paul encourages the Colossians to metaphorically look at 

their wardrobe: He tells them that since they now belong to Christ, that they ought to 

look the part. Paul is not telling them to go out and buy a new wardrobe, he’s urging the 

Colossians to live lives that reflect the glory of God. He calls on them to take advantage 

of their new citizenship, and make changes in their lives that will allow them to fully 

reflect the love of God they’ve experienced in Jesus. This was a radical concept for the 

people back then.  

 

The pagans of Paul's day thought little about personal morality. A worshiper could bow 

before an idol put his offering on the altar, and go back to the same old life of sin. What 

a person believed had no direct relationship with how they behaved. No doubt there 

were many who heard the gospel and felt good about it, but that was where it ended. 

Luke writes about several people who declared that they would follow Jesus; only to 

make one excuse after another. One says I will follow you wherever you go, but he’s put 

off when Jesus tells him he’ll have no place to lay his head. Another says he will follow 

right after I bury my father and Jesus sees right through him. A third says Let me first 

say farewell to those at home and Jesus sends him away. And this still happens today! 



 

2. 

There are some who love Jesus on Sunday but go right back out and do whatever they 

please on Monday. Paul says to love Christ is to be a new creation, and to be crucified 

and resurrected with him. Therefore, we need a new look or appearance when we begin 

walking with him. There should be a difference between us as Christians, and the rest 

of society in today’s culture. Young people have always copied their heroes, it may be 

a footballer, or pop singer or celebrity. Look at the young person’s clothes or hairstyle 

and you will see who influences them the most. They dress in the style of who they want 

to be like. We become that which we worship. Paul encourages us to set your hearts on 

things above, to keep our eyes on Jesus so that we can emulate him in our lives.   

 

The first step in doing this is to get rid of our old ways. There is nothing as comfortable 

as old shoes or articles of clothing that have been broken in and are now comfortable to 

wear. As much as we like new clothes, some have a hard time getting rid of the old 

ones. Paul brings up just what our old ways may be, and he’s covered this before: sexual 

immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed. As we look at the list it becomes 

obvious that we should rid ourselves of such things but it’s easier said than done. Some 

of these sins have established strongholds in our lives. We may have even justified them 

and found ways to make them look acceptable: But Paul reminds us that they are to be 

dealt with by the wrath of God. 

 

We can make all kinds of excuses for what we do. We lie to ourselves and pretend God 

doesn't care. Paul tells us otherwise. It’s interesting that while we avoid facing up to 

some of the habits in our lives, we rarely have peace knowing we’re not living as we 

should. We may not confess our shortcomings, but it’s difficult to lie to ourselves. How 

we live can make us miserable, and this is always the case when we live with sin!  

 

To summarise Paul’s teaching to the Colossian’s then it’s this: God created us to be 

fully human but to live with obedience to Him, and we have to address those temptations 

that please our sinful nature but bring about disobedience to God. God call us to be fully 

human but obedient to Christ.  



 

3. 

But why is Paul speaking so clearly about sexual sins and obscenities, yet again? From 

our earlier readings of Paul’s letters it seems he’s obsessed with sexual sin, why? To 

help us understand this passage more clearly, we should address two points: First, our 

sins prevent us from being fully human. And second, our disobedience has an effect on 

the unity and peace of the church community.  

 
A first point in addressing this is: Our own personal walk with God requires a 

commitment to discipleship. Why am I stating the obvious? Well, we need to remind 

ourselves that following Christ means we’re continually being transformed and renewed 

by God daily; and that process includes dealing with our disobedience. When we 

accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour we became new creations; and this is a process 

which involves a constant personal renewal; which means that old habits must be dealt 

with. Paul refers to sexual sins and sins of the tongue; meaning lying and obscenities. 

And the language Paul uses makes it clear that we should not put off dealing with our 

issues for verse five says You must put to death then and it goes on to talk about the sins 

that affected the Colossians. It’s clear that Paul commands these Colossian Christians 

to deal with things immediately!  

 

And there’s a good reason for this: It’s dangerous for us to live in disobedience to God’s 

teaching and Paul is concerned about the spiritual health of these Christian’s. Paul 

knows that Jesus may return anytime and we should not be caught up in sin when He 

does. But Paul is equally concerned about the whole Christian community which can be 

affected by sin: Malicious gossip which is one of the issues Paul refers to, is always 

destructive. It can ruin the life of an individual and it can tear a church apart. There’s 

no room in the church for gossip and back stabbing because it’s so destructive. Many a 

church has been damaged because of the behaviour of a few individuals. It’s this 

malicious gossiping that is one of the factors that motivates Paul to write so strongly to 

the Colossians. He wants these Christians to be a strong, committed, energetic 

worshipping community. Paul is trying to equip them to be who Christ called them to 

be as His people.  



 

4. 

And that brings us to the second point: Unity is imperative for Christians as a church. 

They Colossians need to deal with their disobedience so they can leave behind the old 

and move forward to their new identity, which God intended for them.   

 

This imagery of putting on new clothes is appropriate for the Colossians, and helpful 

for us; because we can picture ourselves taking off old habits, and putting on new ones.  

The biblical commentator Tom Wright, reminds us that the point of this image is so that 

unity can be established. Old divisions are dealt with and new habits are established. 

And what are these new clothes that we are to put on? Paul addresses this in verse 

twelve: Compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. He goes on in verse 

thirteen to include tolerance, forgiveness and love. What a challenge for us!    

 

As challenging as this may be, don’t misunderstand: We are not being called to be 

superficially nice all the time, for that’s the opposite that is being required of us here. 

This isn’t about being nice, it’s about being real with each other. Being willing to forgive 

each other as well as being ready to apologise to someone. It’s being willing to be peace 

makers and resolving problems even if it means giving up ground. It means being the 

mediator in difficult circumstances. Remember, these verses are being directed at the 

life of the church; and they are instructions for the Christian community and how we 

should behave towards each other.   

 

I hope we can appreciate why Paul wrote these words, for if the church is serious about 

being a place where people will come and find a spiritual home, we have to be real. The 

church can’t be a place where we just go through the motions, turning up Sunday after 

Sunday, singing songs and mumbling a few prayers together, putting our money in the 

offering and then going off living our lives much the same as ever. Christianity is about 

real life, involving real people, you and I. 

 

It’s easy to get into the comfort of leading services that follows a repetitious liturgy or 

order, it’s easy and no one gets too far out of their comfort zone and that includes me. 



 

5. 

But this comfortable worship runs the risk of serving ourselves and not serving God, 

which is our purpose for coming here. Our worship has to be real and heartfelt. God 

deserves our best, not simple repetition. And as worshippers we deserve the opportunity 

to come into His presence and worship Him. God deserves to be worshipped from our 

hearts, not by a repetitious order of service that has become like a comfy old coat or a 

well-worn habit!  

 

As we start this year, let’s begin to look at who we are and what our church has to offer 

to offer to others. I don’t have the answers to these questions, but I am convinced we 

should be seeking God for our direction as individuals and as a church. So please 

prayerfully consider asking God to show you what direction your life should be taking, 

and where we should be going as a church. And when God gives you answers please 

consider sharing them with me. I am certain that if we seek God in prayer for the growth 

and direction of our church, we will see answered prayers.   

 

I know people in our church who have had their lives changed by the power of Christ, 

sometimes quite dramatically and other times quietly and gently. The life of our people 

in this community is testimony to God’s work here in this place. As we seek growth in 

our congregation, lets demonstrate the difference that Christ has made in our lives with 

those around us. Let pray that God will do a new thing amongst us, so that people might 

see that we celebrate God’s goodness in our lives as individuals, and as a community of 

faith. Let us pray for a new appearance that has Christ’s message is stamped across each 

one of us; and His message is one of forgiveness, salvation and love.  

 

Lets pray:    

 

               (1893 words) 

 


