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Revelation 21: 1 to 27      The New Jerusalem                     (T/B: m - 2 July 17) 
 
 

There is an old Arab parable about a merchant in Bagdad who sent his servant to the 

market one day. Before very long the servant returned, white and trembling with 

fear. There was great agitation in his voice as he said 'Master, down in the market 

place I was jostled by someone in the crowd. When I turned around, I saw that it was 

Death who had jostled me. He looked at me and made a threatening gesture. Master, 

he said, please lend me your horse, for I must get away quickly to avoid Death. I will 

ride to Samara (which was in Persia) and I will hide there and Death will be unable 

to find me.' So the merchant lent his horse to the servant, who galloped away in a 

great hurry.  

 

Later, the merchant went down to the market place, and he saw Death standing in the 

crowd. He went over to Death and asked ‘Why did you frighten my servant this 

morning? Why did you make a threatening gesture at my servant? Death replied; 

‘that wasn’t a threatening gesture, it was only a reaction of surprise on my part. I was 

astonished to see him here in Bagdad for I have an appointment with him tonight in 

Samara.’  

 

Each of us has an appointment in Samara. We all realize that death is come to 

everyone at some time. Death plays no favourites for it comes to every living thing 

for in God’s creation, he created a cycle of life and death to affects us all. What 

happens to us after death, are we like candles blown out in the wind? What happens 

after this life? This is one of life’s great question that most ask at some time or 

another. My faith gives me confidence in Jesus’ saving action and while I’ve 

realised that death no longer frightens me, I do ask the question what happens next? 

This is a common question from many people who’ve come to terms with dying but 

they want to know what happens to us five minutes after death?  
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What happens next? This question has been in the hearts and minds of people since 

the beginning of time. We want to get a glimpse across the threshold so that the 

unknown will not be so frightening. We have no blueprint which enables us to know 

very clearly what happens after we cross the threshold of this life. All that we have 

are the promises of our faith; the rich language of imagery and the beautiful 

phraseology of pictures.  

 

The New Testament only gives us hints about the life to come. In Revelation 21 the 

writer said: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first 

earth disappeared, and the sea vanished. And I saw the Holy City, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. That’ a vivid allusion, but it's still 

only an allusion; it's still only a picture and it leaves so much to the imagination. 

Perhaps this is exactly what God intended. Perhaps it's enough for us to believe in a 

Saviour who has gone to prepare a place for us. The Apostle Paul, attempting to sum 

up his thoughts of what will happen to us in the world to come, said: The eye has not 

seen, nor the ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 

which God has prepared for them that love him.’ (1 Cor 2:9)  

 

I don’t have any personal insight into what happens after death, but I can offer some 

images of our faith. In today’s scripture from Revelation 21, John the visionary tells 

us of the new creation Christ will create. It’s certainly a welcome message amidst a 

society which often devalues the very virtues Christ celebrated in his life. John’s 

tells us that God will create a new heaven and a new earth. A new Jerusalem will 

come down from the heavens. Earlier in Revelation 20, John has said that earth and 

heaven have fled from God's presence. Those who lived wicked lives have been 

driven to punishment into the lake of fire, and those who have survived the great 

period of trial, those who had been redeemed must be received by a renewed 

creation.  
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This new creation is very different from the earth we inhabit and John says there was 

no sea. In the chaos of the primeval world, the sea was aroused by brutal forces and 

gave rise to myths of monsters. God will destroy this sea in the new creation because 

the brutal power and violence present in the old sea are incompatible with the peace 

that will come.  

 

Along with the new sea comes a new Jerusalem. This new holy city has God as its 

architect and builder and in this new creation God will be in intimate union with his 

people. The intimacy that God granted to Adam and Eve and to the nation of 

Israel when the people travelled through their exodus from Egypt is now granted 

to all God's people. The former world with all its repulsive characteristics that gave 

it the appearance of a creation enslaved to sin will disappear. No longer will there be 

tears, death, pain or mourning.  

Then in the only passage in Revelation where God speaks, we hear the Lord say: 

See, I am making all things new. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 

and the end. God is saying that all that was declared earlier in this passage will take 

place. All will be accomplished.  

The message of the book of Revelation is told through the scripture as salvation 

history, the story of how God has saved his people through many new creations. The 

story begins as it should at the outset with creation.  

The creation story in Genesis is laden with hope, possibility and new life. Each of the 

six days God created something new, giving the world more and more possibilities. 

God first created light so that the further creation would be seen. Then God created 

the oceans and the land, thus providing an environment for what was planned. God 

then created all manner of vegetation and animals. All was readied for God's greatest 

creation, that of humankind made in the divine image. 
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God next provided new beginnings for the Israelites as they fled from bondage in 

Egypt. God opened the Red Sea allowing Israel to escape but setting a trap for Egypt 

to be destroyed. The people travelled to their promised land and made themselves 

into a great nation under David. However, the people wandered away from God and 

so He sent prophets who proclaimed God's message. God's faithfulness prevailed 

and as Ezekiel prophesied, God would bring new life to the dead bones of Israel. In 

chapter six of Paul’s letter to the Romans, we learn how Christ gave us new life 

through baptism. The final chapter of the salvation history story comes in the new 

creation, new creation of Christians who are in the words of Jesus are born again. 

And God’s recreation of his original creation, when He brings renewal and 

restoration to all created people and things. 

What will this new creation be like, we don’t know exactly but from other scriptures 

we can form an idea. We will be with others who have died in faith of Jesus and we 

know this from John 14: My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, 

would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you! Jesus goes 

ahead of us to prepare our place in heaven. So, this new creation will bring us a 

joyous reunion with those loved one who have gone before us.  

What else can we learn about this new creation? Revelation 21 promises: God will 

wipe every tear from our eyes. There will be no more death or mourning, or crying 

or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. I am making everything new! 

This old order refers to the fallen creation we are inhabiting now, a world with death, 

mourning, crying and pain, which is the opposite of God’s new creation. And what 

about those who have gone before us, if God’s work of new creation is still to come 

then that raises the question of where are our loved ones? Time is an earthly concept, 

and the notion of time that we use was developed by man. The Gregorian calendar 

that we live by was only introduced in 1582.  
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Time in the heavenly realm has no meaning and 1 Corinthians 15:52 answers to this 

question regarding our loved ones who have died: I tell you a mystery: We will not 

all sleep but we will all be changed; in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 

will be changed. The most significant adult in my life was my grandmother and she 

died in 1975. She had a firm faith and she’s with God and in the heavenly realm, the 

reunion she will have with me will not be separated by 42 years, but by the twinkling 

of an eye.  

 

Another question is how will we know our loved ones in heaven? Again, I believe 

scripture give us hope that in heaven we’ll know each other intimately. 1 Corinthians 

13 assured us that: Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see 

face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully. This means that we can be 

sure that we shall not know less in heaven than we know here. It follows that if I 

knew my grandmother on earth, I will certainly know her in heaven. That's why a 

wife will be able to pick out her husband from a crowd of billions of people, even 

though she may not have seen him for years. In heaven, she will say; Sweetheart! I 

knew it was you, and he will know her. Scripture tells us that in heaven, there will be 

no strangers. 

Other descriptions of heaven are found in Revelation 21 and 22 where we learn that 

the great street of the city is paved with gold. The river of the water of life as clear as 

crystal, flows from the throne of God down the middle of the great street of the city. 

On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding 

its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 

nations.  There will be no more night or light of the sun, for the God will give light. 

And all of this is available to those who place their faith in Jesus Christ.  
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It’s difficult for us to form a clear picture of heaven in our minds because it is so 

different from what we’ve experienced in our fallen world. But through God’s Word 

we get a glimpse. Jesus' resurrection brings the possibility of this new life for us. Let 

us place our complete trust in God’s words: See, I am making all things new. Our 

trust in God and our surrender to His way will bring us the gift of eternal life, God's 

promise to all who believe.  Amen.  
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