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Acts 20: 13 to 38       God: The Gift That Keeps Giving         (T/B: m- 29 Oct 17)  

 

When I was a young boy and it my mum or dad’s birthday, I would save some pocket 

money and buy them a small gift. They would always go to great lengths to thank me for 

their gift which was nearly always chocolate, which they would then share with me. On 

reflection my reason for buying chocolate was because I knew I would benefit from 

their gift. Selfishly, my attitude was that it was better to get than to give and I wish I’d 

learned from something that the Apostle Paul said in Acts 20. It is more blessed to give 

than to receive. (v35)  

Thinking about what Paul said raises the question: How does giving leave you better off 

than getting? What does giving give you that getting never does? I began consider 

Jesus’ teaching and I discovered three reasons why it’s more blessed to give than it is to 

receive. Let me share those with you: Giving gives us the opportunity to accept the 

greatest invitation!  There is one prayer that most of us pray more than any other and it 

contains two words; God bless. How often do we hear people say God bless? There’s a 

reason that this prayer is used so often. Instinctively, we know there’s nothing better  

than to have God’s blessing. If God is greater than any other force in the world then the 

blessing of God has to be greater than any other blessing. In light of that, listen to these 

words again: It is more blessed to give than to receive. (v35) 

If God offered you two blessings; one is a lesser blessing and the other is greater, which 

would you choose? We would want to receive the greater blessing wouldn’t we? This 

may be being blessed by a gift or money or someone’s help, but we’d want the greater 

blessing. And Jesus said there is a greater blessing and that’s the blessing of giving. 

Giving is the invitation that God gives us to get in on His greatest blessing. When God 

invites us into a position of giving it is not to take something from us, but so He can give 

us something we would never get any other way. Giving is the antidote to some of the 

most serious psychological and spiritual diseases that people have for which there is no 

other cure. 
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Let me explain: If we have an addiction to constantly wanting more and continually 

accumulating things, we can be freed from this addition through giving. If we have   

problems with sharing with other people do you know how to get free from that? Give! 

God is a giver and giving is simply God’s invitation to be and behave like Him. We are 

here today because God chose to give us life. This world is here today because God 

chose to give it existence. We have an opportunity to go to heaven because God chose to 

give His son for our sins, and through His son give us eternal life. 

Secondly: Giving gives us the opportunity to make the greatest investment! Jesus said, 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 

where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 

your treasure is there is your heart. (Matt 6:19 to 21) 

Consider carefully to what Jesus is telling us about all the stuff we buy and accumulate. 

He says: Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth. Why shouldn’t we? It is not 

because earthly treasures are bad and there’s nothing wrong with having stuff. The 

problem is stuff doesn’t last. Take everything that we own right now and one of two 

things will happen to our stuff. We are going to lose it or we are going to leave it. Our 

stuff will depreciation, fall apart, become obsolete or get lost. And we’re going to leave 

our stuff when we die because we can’t take with us. So Jesus speaks with wisdom 

when He says: Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. And we can’t store up treasures in 

heaven by getting more stuff; we can only store up treasures in heaven by giving. 

Here’s a newsflash for you: Jesus Christ is coming again and this world is not going to 

last forever, and neither are we and neither is all that stuff that we’ve got. What you 

have on this earth we are either going to lose or leave. And nothing that we have 

accumulated can be traded for a ticket to heaven!  
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Whatever we give to Jesus Christ and His kingdom and work, is going to last forever. 

An American missionary called Jim Elliott was killed by the Auca Indians in South 

America. Jim gave his life to preaching the Gospel and he made one of the greatest 

statements I’ve ever heard outside the Bible. Jim Elliot said: He is no fool who gives 

what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. Jesus and Jim Elliot both recognised 

that it’s better to give than it is to receive, not just because it is the right thing to do but 

because it is the bright thing to do. We can’t take any stuff with us, but we can send it on 

ahead. And the way we send it on ahead is by giving and investing in people who are in 

need. Listen to these verses: Give happily to those in need, always being ready to share 

whatever God has given you. By doing this you will be storing up real treasures for 

yourself in heaven. It is the only safe investment for eternity.” (1 Tim 6:18 to 19). 

Giving really does give us the opportunity to make the greatest investment!   

Third and last: Giving gives us the opportunity to have the greatest influence! Jesus 

said give, and it will be given to you. Now isn’t that interesting? Jesus said giving does 

not prevent you from getting but giving is the way to getting. Jesus is saying the more 

you give, the more you get back. Every time we give anything whether it be money, 

time, encouragement or friendship, we’ll get more of it back than we gave. Proverbs 

11:25 says: A generous person will prosper; they who refreshes others will themselves 

be refreshed.  

If you give encouragement you will be more encouraged. If you give a blessing you will 

more blessed. If you give friendship you will have more friends. Anybody know what 

the term ROI means? It’s a financial term that means return on investment. Let’s 

suppose we decide to accept Jesus’ offer and become a giver. We are going to believe 

what Jesus says and we’re going to change our whole attitude toward giving and 

getting. Instead of trying to become a getter which causes credit card debt, unnecessary 

consumer spending, selfishness and greed, we decide to focus on giving. Then we have 

a right to ask what would be my ROI?  
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And Jesus tells us in Matthew 19: Everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or 

father or mother or children or fields for my sake, will receive a hundred times as much 

and will inherit eternal life. Inheriting eternal life sounds like a pretty good return on 

investment to me!  

The reason that ministers encourage you to give is not because we are trying to get 

something from you although the church needs money for mission, running costs and 

the like. The reason we encourage giving is because we are trying to put you in a 

position where God can give you something back. I want to challenge us all to be a 

blessing to others by giving our time, talents and resources to God. How do you think 

our families, communities and our church would be impacted if each of us took up this 

simple challenge to give in your relationships, by sharing your story in Christ with our 

families and friends? Give of your talents and time in a ministry or mission because 

there’s no shortage of things we could do, And give of your resources in your faithful 

and generous offerings. And I promise you that the ROI return on our investment will be 

amazing. God will use our giving to accomplish great things. 

I read about a monk who was traveling down the road one day and he found a precious 

stone. It was a valuable jewel worth thousands so he kept it. One day a hungry traveller 

came by and the monk opened his bag to share food with him and the traveller saw the 

jewel. He asked the monk if he knew how valuable it was and the monk said he did, then 

the traveller asked the monk to give it to him. The monk did so without any hesitation. 

The traveller departed overjoyed with his unexpected gift of a jewel that was valuable 

enough to give him wealth and security for the rest of his life.  

The traveller returned a few days later and he gave the jewel back to the monk and said: 

I’ve got you worked out you old rascal! I want you to give me something far more 

precious than that stone. The monk was stumped and asked: What could that be? The 

traveller said: Give me whatever it was that enabled you to give me the jewel in the first 

place.  
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I pray that we will all discover whatever it is that caused God to love us so much, He 

gave His only begotten Son that we might have eternal life. I pray that we might have a 

relationship with Him, and that we might be just like Him and behave like Him in 

showing others it is more blessed to give than it is to receive.  Amen! 
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